122

EGYPT

attachments the just foundation of amity, it would be impossible that
the union should ever be permanent. For our inclinations and pur-
suits take a different turn as we advance into riper years; and where
these are no longer similar, the true cement of friendship is dissolved.
It is the total disparity between the disposition and manners of the
virtuous and the vicious that alone renders their coalition incom-
patible.
There is a certain intemperate degree of affection towards one's
friends which it is necessary to restrain, as the indulging- of it has
frequently, and in very important situations, proved extremely preju-
dicial to their interest To exemplify my meaning- by an instance
from ancient story: Neoptoleraus would never have had the glory of
taking Troy had his friend Lycomedes, in whose court he had been
educated, succeeded in his too warm and earnest solicitations not to
hazard his person in that famous expedition. There are numberless
occasions which may render an absence between friends highly ex-
pedient ; and to endeavor, from an impatience of separation, to pre-
vent it, betrays a degree of weakness inconsistent with that firm and
manly spirit, without which it is impossible to act up to the character
of a true friend. And this is a farther confirmation of the maxim I
before insisted upon, that "in a commerce of friendship, mutual re-
quests or concessions should neither by made nor granted, without
due and mature deliberation/"
But to turn our reflections from those nobler alliances of this kind
which are formed between men of eminent and superior virtue, to
that lower species which occurs in the ordinary intercourse of the
world. In connections of this nature, it sometimes unfortunately
happens, that circumstances arise which render it expedient for a
man of honor to break with his friend. Some latent vice, perhaps, or
concealed ill-humor, unexpectedly discovers itself in his behavior
cither towards his friends themselves, or towards others, which can-
not be o\-erlooked without participating his disgrace. The most ad-
visable and prudent conduct in situations of this kind is to suffer the
intimacy to wear out by silent and insensible degree; or, to use a
strong expression, which I remember to have fallen from Cato upon
a similar occasion, flthe bands of friendship should be gradually un-
tied, rather than suddenly cut asunder;" always supposing, however,
that the offense is not of so atrocious a nature as to render an abso-
lute and immediate alienation indispensable requisite for one's own
honor.
As it is not unusual { for I am still speaking of common friend-
ships) that dissensions arise from some extraordinary change of man-
ners or sentiments, or from some contrariety of opinions with respect
to public affairs, the parties at variance should be much upon their
guard, lest their behavior towards each other should give the world